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Having the Time of Your Life

The Emmanuel Epistle

    Charlie Brown comments to Lucy in the cartoon Pea-
nuts, “Someone has said that we should live each day as if 
it were the last day of our life.” 
   “Aaugh!” cries Lucy. “This is the last day!  This is it!” 
   She dashes away screaming, “I only have 24 hours left!  
Help me! Help me!  This is the last day!  Aaugh!” 
   Charlie Brown, left alone, muses, “Some philosophies 
aren’t for all people.” 
	 In the Greek language there are two words for “time”. One is the 

word “chronos”, which designates clock time--the measur-
ing of seconds, minutes, hours, days, and years.  The second 
is “kairos” which designates sacred time, or the time in 
which significant events occur. There is a great deal 
of difference between five minutes spent in the 
embrace of someone you love, and five minutes 

in the dentist’s chair. The chronos is the same, but the kairos 
is world’s apart! A year of “clock time” won’t hold a candle to 
one minute of sweet communion with the Lord. 
	 None of us knows exactly how many hours we will have on 
this earth. But each one of us can seek to make the minutes of our lives 
come alive with love. God has brought every one of us into the world for a 
purpose. The specifics may be different for each individual, but the common 
adventure is that we are all meant to live as members of the body of Christ. In 
that timeless relationship, the love of God is received and cherished, the pur-
poses of God with care unfolded, and the glory of God in brillance enabled to 
shine forth. With the Lord, it is not quantity of time that is most significant, 
but the quality of time spent receiving and giving the love that comes from 
him. Our security and joy is not that we know for certain what the future 
holds, but that we know the One, who with certainty, holds the future.
	 May this year be filled with the love of Jesus Christ who alone is able 
to give you the time of your life!

With love in Christ, 
		  Fr. Rob
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Jesus Christ
Lover of Souls  
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Mo. Lyn’s Anglican Corner                                                 
So What is Epiphany Anyway?

The feast of Epiphany is January 6th. The word “epiphany” means “revealing” or “showing forth”.  On the feast of 
Epiphany we celebrate the showing forth of Jesus to the Gentiles, specifically to the wise men of Matthew’s Gospel who 
are the first to know of his divinity.  Epiphany thus proclaims Jesus as Savior of the whole world. God’s salvation applies to 
all the peoples of the earth!   The people of Emmanuel usually celebrate Epiphany by visiting our sister parish, the Church 
of the Epiphany in East L.A.  There we celebrate Eucharist and then have a wonderful tamale feast together.

From January 6th to Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent) we celebrate the season of Epiphany. The scripture lessons 
focus on events in which Jesus’ divinity is revealed to Philip and Nathanael, Simon and Andrew, the people of Capernaum, 
and Peter, James and John at the Transfiguration. The color of the vestments and the altar are white from the feast of 
Epiphany until after the first Sunday of Epiphany at which time they are changed to green. 

     This Month’s Happenings      

A Christian Journey
A wonderful new opportunity is coming to Emmanuel.  In the new year, Fr. Rob and Mo. Lyn will be teaching a wonderful 

series called A Christian Journey.  Some of the topics to be covered include:
	 Your Spiritual Journey
	 The Great Commission
	 The Baptismal Covenant
	 Spiritual Maturity
	 Prayer, Bible Study, and Action
	 What does God want from me?
	 Spreading the Good News
	 My Life’s Mission
The classes will be held each Sunday morning after the 10:00 am service beginning February 12th and continuing until 

April 1st.  They are open to all and are especially intended for those who want to know more about being a Christian and 
for those who would like to be baptized or confirmed in the Spring of 2012.  If you are interested please speak to either 
Fr. Rob or Mo. Lyn.

Bus trip to Getty Museum – Saturday   January 14
Ron Suich has organized another wonderful bus trip, this time to the Getty Museum.  The bus will leave Emmanuel 

Church promptly at 9:00 am and return around 4:30 pm.  The cost for this trip is $20 per person.  Please make the check 
payable to Ron Suich.  Mail the check to Ron Suich, 522 N Wilson Ave, Fullerton, CA 92831-3540.  Feel free to invite friends 
or family.

Entrance to the Museum is free.  There are several restaurants at the Museum.  You may also wish to pack some food 
and eat at one of the numerous tables outside.  The bus we use is quite comfortable, has a restroom and can accommodate 
wheelchairs or strollers.  If you wish, you can bring some snacks to share.  As usual, your host (Ron or Ronette???) will be 
serving Starbucks coffee.  If you wish to have tea or some other drink, you are invited to bring your own.

If you have any questions, please contact Ron at 714-348-4315 or rsuich@msn.com.

From the Editor
We know that Epiphany is the day the Magi, the Three Wise Men, came bearing gifts to the Christ child.  In essence, this 

was the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, the non-Jews.  As Mo. Lyn said above, we celebrate Epiphany every 
year on January 6.

Did you also know that epiphany has the following two meanings?
1.	 A sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into the reality or essential meaning of something, usually initiated by 

some simple, homely, or commonplace occurrence or experience. 
2.	 A literary work or section of a work presenting, usually symbolically, such a moment of revelation and insight. 
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You may be wondering what this has to do with you.  Well, it has everything to do with you.  We all have had epiphany 
experiences in our lives (see #1).  And with this month’s issue, we are starting a column (see #2) entitled Epiphanies, where 
we can share our own epiphany experience.   Thanks to Brenda Ereth for suggesting the title, Epiphanies. 

I encourage each of you during the coming months to notice your epiphany experiences.  And when you feel moved, please 
write a few sentences and email it to me (suzkaisch@hotmail.com).   I will gather them up and put them into Epiphanies so 
that your Epiphany might inspire others.  Did you notice the new column in last month’s issue, The Anglican Corner?  Mo. Lyn 
has graciously offered to write articles helping us to understand the meaning of various Anglican/Episcopalian traditions.  

Here are some possible themes for future issues.  If you enjoy writing, please feel free to email me articles, poetry, 
words of wisdom.  This is Emmanuel’s newsletter and a vehicle for sharing ourselves with the entire Emmanuel family.  
Also, please let me know what you like, suggestions for improving what you don’t like, and ideas for what you would like 
to see included in this newsletter.
	 Feb:	 Lent / Ash Wednesday		   
	 Mar:	 Lent / Palm Sunday
	 Apr:	 Easter / Baptism / Confirmation
	 May:	 Pentecost / Gifts of the Spirit
	 Jun:	 Trinity / Understanding the difficult / What do the colors mean
	 Jul:	 Ordinary Time / Independence Day / Retreats and local retreat houses

With blessings for a year filled with epiphanies,  Suzanne Kaisch

Epiphanies
Jeff McDaneld:  One year later

There have been times while writing this that I was brought to tears. This is not because I am sad.  Quite the opposite, 
these memories are points where God stepped in and started healing me, some of these in my opinion are straight out 
miracles. This wide range of feelings has been part of my journey. I hope by sharing some these experiences and feelings, 
others might find Gods love and mercy, or at least hope of finding them, as I have.  Now let’s go back one year.  

While in the hospital I received many cards and pictures.  I have all these items on the wall beside my bed. To this day 
I have no intentions of taking them down.  I have one picture from a parishioner.  She will tell you it is the worst picture of 
her life.   To me this is the most valuable picture ever taken.  In this picture are people attending a prayer vigil on behalf of 
Patty and me, that Thursday I was so sick.  I still have moments of disbelief that that many people filled with that much love 
are a part of my community.  I have told my wife again and again that I did not think anybody knew my name.

Within minutes of my release, Saturday morning, from the hospital, Fr Rob called on Patty’s phone.  Since Patty was 
driving, I answered.  The pause after saying hello told me of Fr Rob’s surprise that I was able to answer the phone.  He asked 
to come over to the hospital for a visit. I explained that I had been discharged and Patty was driving me home.  There was 
a couple seconds of silence, followed by several “PRAISE GOD”s.  Fr Rob then told me, I guess I will spend the time on my 
knees that I would have spent visiting you.  Within minutes of hanging up I started to just sob.  I had no idea that over the 
weeks to come I would cry or sob many times.

Sunday I got up with Patty and we went to church.  Even though I was only able to stay for a couple of hours, those were 
some of my fondest hours.  I got to be with community that until then I did not understand I had.  I also learned the size of 
my community, and the amount of love in this community.

On Wednesday night after my discharge I became mad at God. For the first time I was truly mad at God.  I heard my 
wife call out my name in her sleep.  Both times I felt as though it were like someone calling for a person in disbelief, as if 
they were dead.  At that point I told Jesus to get down here and fix her, now!  I ranted for a few more minutes about how 
Patty was left emotionally in the lurch, after I had been so sick and was recovering so fast.  I also mentioned how grateful 
I was for the tremendous help I was getting.  But as my wife I expected the same for her.  I did see results, start the next 
day.  Patty made arrangements for a Healing Touch session from a nearby friend/instructor.  Patty was now on the road to 
recovery as well, maybe not as fast, but in the right direction.

During the weeks to follow I had strange dreams and trouble sleeping at night.  These dreams were not nightmares.  They 
were visualizations of God and his attempts to let me know everything is alright and bring me closer to him.  Even though 
I did not sleep through the night I never felt tired from lack of sleep.  One dream I was laying in my bed and this real fine 
purple like smoke or mist was leaving the top of my head and going to heaven.  I could see little objects moving up and down 
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through this purple haze.  To this day I believe these were angels.   Another dream, I was standing clothed in a one room 
shack with about half the roof and walls missing, there were piles of junk all over the floor making getting around tough.  
Outside was a very bright white light, shining through looking for me inside. The next scene of the dream I was naked and 
the stuff was piled up along what remained of the walls and I could get around and to the light.  At first I was afraid to stand 
in the light but, a voice told me that the light was safe, I believe that voice to be Gods telling me I belonged in the light.

These feelings have included feelings of “why me”.  Why did God pick me and what was the expectation?  This has 
taken time but, I now think God only wants me to continue to love him with all I am. Over the year I have had emotional 
healing, dealing with blocked memories from my growing up years.  Another part of my healing is coming to terms with 
my mortality.  This is emphasized in how quickly we can go from healthy to almost dead.  Out of these experiences I now 
believe we should tell those we love; we need to tell them often and as much as we can, above all tell God.  We always 
need God but, you never know when you will desperately need him and your community; this might save your life. I truly 
believe this saved mine.  Patty and I will remember this, always.  I always loved God but, now I cannot imagine not loving 
him and his creations with a new intensity.

Flower Team
Anyone who wants to bring flowers on Sunday or would like to join the Flower Team, call Debi Andreff (714-797-4841).  

We’ll have a sign-up list in the sacristy on Sunday.  

SAGE
SAGE had a wonderful gathering at Fred and Cheri Collin’s house, all decorated for Christmas.  We got to dance with 

Santa and watch a snowman sing and dance (you had to be there!!!).  Cheri fixed a wonderful sausage/bean soup and corn 
bread pudding, and others provided salads and desserts.  We had fun reminiscing about our favorite Christmas foods from 
childhood.  There were 12 of us present with a combined age of 874 years, so the average age was 72.8 years (but there 
were two youngsters in their early 50’s who brought down the average!).  The oldest was 96 and the youngest was 52.  It 
is a blessing to be part of a group with such an age span who all enjoy being together.  Praise be to God!

The Future of the Epistle
We’d like to make the Epistle more of an Emmanuel family newsletter with contributions from many people and articles 

that appeal to our diverse members.  To help us better understand what you would like and might be willing to contribute, 
please complete the survey below and mail it back to the church office (1145 W. Valencia Mesa, Fullerton, CA 92833) or 
put it in the offering plate.  If you need more space or more than one person wants to respond, please attach as many 
additional pages as you need.  Thank you!

Do you prefer to receive a printed copy of the Epistle or would you like to read it online? ________________
____________________________________________________________________

What types of articles do you like to read (e.g., personal experience, book review, poetry, spiritual story, report 
of an Emmanuel activity, humor, your suggestion)?  _________________________________________________
__________________________________

Which type of article does not appeal to you? __________________________________________________
__________________________________

If you have children, do they do the activities on the children’s page? ____________________________

If you are willing to write an article, what kind of article would you like to write? _______________________
______________________________________________________________

Additional comments: __________________________________________________________________
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Word search

 

 

Words in a Word
How many words can you make from   E P I P H A N Y ?

Phrase Scramble
and   and   and   and   and   bowed   child   coming   down   
gifts   gold   him   him   his   house   incense Mary   mother   
myrrh   of   On   opened   presented   saw  the   the   their   
Then   they   they   they   to treasures   with   with   wor-
shiped
_ _    _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ ,   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   
_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _,  
_ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ .        _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   
_ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _   
_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ .

Answers:
Words in a Word:  My list (38):  a, an, any, ape, aye, ha, happen, happy, hay, he, 
heap, hen, hi, hip, hype, I, nap, nape, nay, neap, nip, pa, pain, pan, pane, pay, 
pea, pen, pep,  pie, pin, pine, pip, pipe, yap, yea, yen, yip

Phrase Scramble: On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and incense and myrrh.

Preschool News
Dear Parishoners,
Thanks so much to all of you who 

participated in the pancake breakfast 
and holiday boutique!  We made a 
little money and a great time was had 
by all! 

January is a great time for new 
students to enroll (after the holiday 
break).  We still have some opening 
so please tell a friend or neighbor.  
They can call 714-738-1541 for more 
information.

    Here is a New Year Poem in the 
spirit of chidhood.  Hope you enjoy 
it!

Blessings on your New 
Year,

Nancy and the Staff of Em-
manuel Preschool

Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day
- By Kenn Nesbitt

Hooray! Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!
The day we start anew.

So this year I’ve decided
To become a kangaroo!

Or maybe I will learn to fly,
Or how to walk through walls,

Or how to turn invisible,
Or surf on waterfalls.

I’ll make myself elastic
And I’ll teach myself to shrink.

I’ll turn into a liquid
And I’ll pour me down the sink.

I’ll visit other planets
And meet aliens galore.

I’ll travel to the distant past
And ride a dinosaur.

I’ve got so many wondrous plans.
I’m starting right away.

Yes, this will be the best year yet.
Hooray! It’s New Year’s Day!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
DATED MATERIAL

Annual meeting and Barbecue
January 29th will be our annual meeting!  Come one, come all and see what’s been  

happening during 2011 and where we’re heading in 2012.  There will be ONE SERVICE at 
9:00 a.m., followed by a SHORT annual meeting.  Then we’ll adjourn to Edwards Hall and 
partake of a wonderful barbecue, thanks to George and the Galley Girls!  Thanks be to 
God for them, their dedication, and to all who set up and clean up!!!

Capital Campaign
The Capital Campaign still needs  your contributions!  In addition to having the heating and air conditioning 

system replaced, the leak in the roof over the sacristy has been fixed!  We still need to raise the remainder of the 
funds as soon as possible so we can fix the roof of Edwards Hall and fix the problems with the concrete.

Support for the Emmanuel Preschool
-  Pray: for safety, that God’s love will be manifest in us, for God’s provision
-  Scholarships: give a monthly pledge or a one-time gift; any amount is welcome!
-  Items needed: copy paper, 100% juice, napkins, tissues, recyclables for art projects (egg cartons, metal
    juice can lids from frozen juice, margarine tubs, cardboard squares, holiday cards for the kids to cut).

  




